THE COMOROS ISLANDS JOINS THE AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANISATION (OAPI).

The Comoros Islands is officially a member State of the African Intellectual Property Organisation (OAPI), bringing OAPI's total number of member States to seventeen (17) viz: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros Islands, Congo – Brazzaville, Cote d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Guinea – Bissau, Guinea – Conakry, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Togo.
This accession to the Bangui Agreement came into force on May 25, 2013.
Kindly find below pertinent information with regard to the extension:

1) DEADLINE.

OAPI has indicated that owners of IP rights have twenty (20) months to extend rights within OAPI to include the Comoros Islands and vice versa. 

2) RENEWAL.

For any Trademark which is due renewal within the twenty (20) months deadline, a simple renewal automatically extends the rights to all OAPI member States, the Comoros Islands inclusive.

However, for Trademark renewal that falls after the twenty (20) months deadline, an extension is necessary.

3) LATE EXTENSION.

Failure to extend within the twenty (20) months period, Owners of IP rights can still effect late extension upon the payment of a penalty of 77 Euros in addition to the other official fees.

Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries with regard to costs, required documents, the estimated length of time for the extension application to mature, the procedure, etc. We are readily available and well-equipped to handle all your extension applications.

